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110 Years old

Fitzhugh Lee School

and still gou

Fitzhugh Lee Transitional School as it looks today.

Fitzhugh Lee was first organized under
the name of Locust Grove School in a
one room 16 x 18 log cabin in 1896 and
served all school grades. It is said to have
been the first high school in the Cobb
County system .
It is currently named "Fitzhugh

Lee Center of Haven Academy" and it is
classified as a Transitional Learning
Center. The classes address students
with language and behavioral problems .
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It is located in the unincorporated area of
Cobb County 1.5 miles south of the
Smyrna city limits and 3.3 miles from the
Smyrna Museum and Market Village.
Several histories of the school have
been written over the years and this
article has been prepared from those
records, newspaper articles, personal
interviews with former students and
(Continued next page)
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principals and other materials at the
Smyrna Museum.

Harry Maner and his wife Alyce are
members of the Smyrna Historical Soc-
lety and ‘"retired" volunteers at the
Museum. Harry is the great grand son
of Robert William Maner who was one of
the people who donated (sold it for
$1.00) the land for the original school.
J. W. Brown was the other one.

The land is located on a high ridge in
District 17 Section 2, land lot 748 in the
Oakdale area of unincorporated Cobb
County that today gives a breathtaking
view of the downtown Atlanta skyline.

A brief history in the 1942 Gray
Book (yearbook) stated "A small tract of
land was given by Wiley Brown and R.
W. Maner, for the erecting of a school
building for the children, either rich or
poor of this community.

The school was only 16 x 18 feet,

30 yards east to the point of beginning.
The transfer of land from R. W.
Maner to the School Trustees J. H.
Carmichael, J. W. Brown and E. L.
Herren is recorded in book Y, page 410 in
the Cobb Superior Court Records.
Another addition to the school
property took place on August 24, 1923
from R. W. Maner to the Trustees. It
adjoined the previous property and was
58 feet south along Atlanta Road to a
point then west 80 feet, north 70 feet, and
east 62 feet to the point of beginning.
Each of the deeds transferring the
property to the School Trustees contained
a clause that stated the property would
revert to the original owners or their heirs
if the land was not used for public
school purposes. That technicality
probably prevented the school property
from being sold by the Cobb Board of
Education a few years ago.
Some of the highlights in the life of

and the furnishings were very poor. The he | gcust Grove/Fitzhugh Lee School

by pegs driven into poles, two at each
end. On one side of the room nails were
driven into the wall for the children's
coats and hats. In the summer two poles
were attached to the roof and covered
with limbs and this "brush arbor" was
used as a classroom.

There were only 15 students in the
school when it first opened.

On September 5, 1899 Robert
William Maner donated an additional
tract of land which was located "on the
west side where the line crosses the old
wagon road. (Presently named West
Atlanta Road) That plot ran 70 yards
south, 35 yards west, 70 yards north, and
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histories over the years:

+ In 1915 A three room frame building
was constructed on the original site.

+ The first PTA was organized In

1916.

+ The school operated with grades 1 -
8 until 1930.

+ A 9" grade was added in 1930.

+ A1d" grade was added in 1934

+ An 11" grade was added and 1935
was the first year of a high school
graduating class. The 10 graduates
were: James Bolling, Ernest Brown,
Martha Buford, Herman Buckner,

(continued next page)
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Fitzhugh Lee (continued) Elizabeth

=+

Crowder, Remoh Elizabeth Dempsey,
Bessie Ruth Jordan, Hugh Monrogr
and Dixie Wright.

On September 16, 1936 the name of
the school was changed from Locust
Grove to honor Colonel Fitzhugh
Lee, a descendant of Confederate
General Robert E. Lee. Dedication
services were held on September 29,
1936.

An auditorium was added in 1936.

In 1937 a moving picture machine
(projector) was purchased by the

PTA

The school continued as a first
through 1¥ grade until 1952. That
year the high school students were
consolidated with  Smyrna High
School and both classes became the
first graduating class of the newly
constructed Campbell High School.
1952 - 53 was the first year Fitzhugh
Lee was operated as an elementary
school.

1957-58 the primary building with
the cafeteria in the lower level was
constructed.

In 1966 19 Fitzhugh Lee became a
Grade 1- 7 school when Cobb
County constructed some Junior
High School buildings to open that
year.

The next year the "7 grade was
transferred to a junior high school
and Fitzhugh Lee became a 1 - 6
school.

A unigque situation occurred in the
1968 - 69 year when a former student
(Robert B. "Bob" Reese) who had
attended all grades and graduated in
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1942, became the principal and

remained until 1981.

Re-modeling in the summer of
1974 resulted in some of the ceilings
being lowered, new lighting fixtures in
the central building installed and, carpet
installed over the hardwood floors in the

halls and the Media Center.

+ A Kindergarten was begun in the
school in 1977 under the Title Il
program. The next year the Kin-
dergarten became a regular part
of the public school program.

+ Also in 1978 the classrooms in
the central building were
carpeted and later  the
classrooms and hall in the
primary building.

+ In the late 1980's, under the
leadership of principal James
Lav-ender the school instituted
"Old Fashioned Days.(Pioneer
Days) This was a special time
when the class rooms would be
turned into a kaleidoscope
activites to introduce the
students to "how things used to
be." Teachers, guest instructors
and entertainers would dress in
period costumes and work
clothes of the particular trade or
activity they were portraying.
Students would be circulated
through each room for a 20 or 30
minute  tour. They could
participate in singing, using old
tools, dancing, asking questions,
etc. This program continued
until the regular operation of the

(continued next page)
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school was discontinued in 1998.

+ In 1996 in an effort to improve
the quality of instructions the
school established a mentoring
program and invited individuals
and area civic

Fitzhugh Lee (continued)organizations
to assist in the program.

On April 27, 1996 all former Fitzhugh
Lee and Locust Grove students, faculty
and friends were invited to attend the
100" anniversary celebration at the
school. Three former teacher/principals
were in attendance along with the then
current principal James Lavender. The
others were: Bob Reese, Peyton Mc-
Quarry and Bob Ash.

The school continued its operation as
an elementary school until the end of the
school year in 1998.

In the fall of 2000, Fitzhugh Lee was
tabbed as the International Newcomer
Academy. At the beginning only 50
students would be admitted to the
academy. They were to be drawn from
eight elementary and middle schools in
the Smyrna area: Argyle, Fair Oaks,
Green Acres, King Springs, Labelle,
Norton Park, Campbell Middle and
Griffin Middle.

And as mentioned in the early part of
this article, it now operates as a
Transitional Learning Center.

When the school was nearing its
closing as a traditional elementary
school, the Smyrna Museum was able to
secure most of the trophies the various
athletic teams had won over the years, a
series of class photos and many of the
scrap books compiled by the PTA
groups.
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These materials are on hand at the museum

for research.

In addition to all those hundreds of
items we received from the school,
Historical Society member and Museum
Volunteer, and former student at Fitzhugh
Lee student, Mary Annie Johnson has

made it part of her activities to obtain
a great deal of information on the
School. This includes original
yearbooks and in some cases, copies
of yearbooks , photos and a variety of
memorabilia to make a large
collection of Fitzhugh Lee items for
the museum. The following are
currently on display in the exhibit
area:

Yearbooks 1935, 1938, 1939, 1940,
1942, 1943, 1945, 11946, 1947,
1948, 1949.

Class Photo Bookdgor the following

Years: 1957-58; 58-59; 59-60; 61-62;
62-

63; 65-66; 66-67; 67-68; 68-69; 69-
70;

70-71; 71-72; 72-73; 73-74; 1976,
1976-

77, 77-78;, 78-79; 79-80; 80-81; 81-
82;

82-83; 84-84; 84-85; 1986; 1986-87;
87-

88; 1989; 1991-92; 92-93; 93-94; 96-
97;

97-98;

Unfortunately none of the students
or the teachers are identified in the
photos. We will appreciate anyone
who might have attended Fitzhugh

(continued next page
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(Continued ) Lee during the years
mentioned above to come by the
museum and help identify the people

in the photo books.

Principals: The following have been
iIdentified as Principals of the school.
You will note that some of the names
are incomplete and some of them do
not have the dates of service. If any
of you have knowledge that would
shed some light on the missing
information, we will appreciate it
very much if you will share that with

us:
John Petty
Minnie Hening
Jesse Wood
Beverly Pace
Tom Hill

Mincey
Whitney

Emma Dicks
Morris Mabrey 1922

Martin D

Harvey
Bill Strickland 1933-34
Evans Hall 1934-35
Roger Enloe 1935-37
C. H. King 1937-39
R. H. Harris 1939-40
R. L. Todd 1940-43
R. A. Teasley 1943- Dec, 47
Robert L. Ash Jan.48 - June 48
Ralph Quarles 1948-52
O. L. Parker 1952-63
Gale G. Acuff 1963-68
Robert B. Reese 1968-81
Peyton McQuary 1981-87
James Lavender 1987-98
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If you have Fitzhugh Lee or any other
school memorabilia that you would
like to make available to present and
future citizens of Smyrna and the
Cobb County area, please think
about donating it to the Smyrna
Museum. That way you can have
the joy of sharing you memories
NOW.

Former Fitzhugh Lee principal Bob
Reese is a frequent visitor to the
museum and has donated some of
the materials mentioned above.

Another former principal, James

Lavender donated the following letter to
the Museum; It is dated September 9,
1924 and is on the letterhead of W. C.
Chastain, Experienced Physician and
surgeon. The dateline of Ellijay, GA has
been marked out and replaced with
Smyrna,

GARFD 2, c/o J. F. Lee. It gives a brief
description of what the school was like
in 1924,

Dear Ruth:
There is a fifth grade teacher needed
here at Locus Grove and recommended
you.Mr. Lee, the trustee asked me to
write to you offering you the place. It
pays $70.00 per month and board is
$20.00. We have six teachers and the
nicest school building | ever saw.

We are ten miles from Atlanta on
the car line. Write me by return mail
for we want you to begin Monday. It
would pay you to come to Ellijay and
mail the letter. If | come home Friday
you could come back with me.

Sincerely, Mrs. W. C. Chastain
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It is a conglamiration of everyday items
used in the kitchen and other places in

Continued) If you have information, the house that date back to the turn of the

additional photos, or corrections or
think you might be able to identify some

century and maybe slightly before.

Most of the comments from

photos please call Mary Annie Johnson  inose in my basement that | used for a

at 770 435 7351 or Harold Smith at 770
435 7549. Or email Harold Smith at
Smitharold@aol.com.

Note: W. O. Smitha was shown as
principal in the 1943 Yearbook in error.

long time.

There is about 256 square feet o

The history of Fitzhugh Lee will  wjjouise Spivey and possibly others

continue in the next issue of Lives and
Times.

contributed to the exhibit Drop in the
museum and check it out.

Gadgets or

19™ and 20" Century Kitchenwares

ot

\AMhAat vini minht fiA

vl h e mm——

Do any of the items in this display look
familiar?  This is one of the latest exhibits at
the Smyrna Museum.

Society members Mary Rose and

Bob Barnes along with Tom Camp,

Norma McHann and Harold Smith

helped construct and install the latest
display in the museum.
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Pictured &ove Wayne Dobbs, Raymc
Dempsey, Rodney Hogue, Phillip Holder, Ja
Rivers, Gary Maner, Harold Smith. In fr
Auburn Smith and Jan McDaniel

The annual meeting of the Coll
Spring Cemetery Association was
Sunday Febwary 26, 2006 at the L
Cabin Church in South Cobb County.

Rodney Hogue presided over
meeting. Treasurer Raymond Demg
gave a financial report showing that
people contributed $4890.00 during
last year for the upkeep of the cemetery

After all expenses were paid foretl
year, $2200.00 was added to the -
fund.The contributors came from
variety of states including Marylar
Maine, North and South Carolina, Te>
Arizona, Virginia, Alabama and all o\
Georgia.

Following the report the trustee
Rodney Hogue, Rayond Dempsey, al
Phillip Holder were reslected b
acclamation. Thanks to Jan McDaniel
the report.

f

space devoted to the exhibit. In addition
to  mentioned people, Linda Wix,
Charyn Darby, Jennette Rutledge

—
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Museum Hours Change

New hours have been adopted for the
Smyrna Museum beginning April

2006.

=

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Tuesday through Saturday

The museum will be closed on Mondays.
However, arrangements can be made for
groups and out-of-town visitors for
Monday's by calling Norma McHann [at
770 432-3199 or Harold Smith at 7|0
435 7549.

Museum Donations

Since our last issue of Lives and Times
the following have made donations to the
Museum:

Lillian Nix
Ellenwood

Jim Elser
Smyrn

Jeanette Brown
Marietta

Auburn Smith
Smyrna
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Parker Lowry
Acworth

Donations of Artifacts, books, docu-
ments, relics, photographs, memorabilia
and cash are always appreciated. Thank
you very much

Welcome Back

Willouise Spivey
Marietta

Willouise was a former member of the
Smyrna Historical Society and a major
donor of a variety of items to the
museum several years ago. She has
rejoined after an absence of three years
and we're glad to have her back..

Upgrades & Additional
Donations

Robert and Thelma Motter
Smyrna
Upgrade of membership to Donor

Charles Barfield
Smyrna
Donation

Susan Dorris Johnson
Aiken, SC
Donation



Publications Available from
The Smyrna Historical Society
And Museum

Back Issues of Lives & Times  3.00*
Cobb County Pictorial History 20.00*
Smyrna 125 Anniversary Book 5.00*

Smyrna Centennial Auto Tag 4.00*
Smyrna Logo Auto Tag 4.00*
Aunt Fanny's Cook Book 15.00*

Museum Post Cards 25
First Baptist Church History 25.00*
* Plus postage if mailed.
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Smyrna Historical Society

Income & Expenses
Year Ended 12-31-2005

Income:
Dues 3935.00
Donations 141.00
Book Sales 745.93
Miscellaneous = 92.15
Total Income 4924.08
Expenses
Meetings & Open House 239.31
Books (Cobb History) 593.71
Corporate Registration 30.00
Book Binding 316.72
Bulk Mail Permit 150.00
L&T Postage 330.00
Other postage 157.00
Billing Expense 54.03
Photos & Supplies 167.87
Office Supplies* 1012.55
Replacement TV DVD 261.03
Dues 150.00
Service Contacts 936.00
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Annual Report 2005
Smyrna Library Statistics

Days Open: 350

Circulation

TOTAL: 204,554

Average Daily Circulation 584.44

Change from 2004: 1.36%

Subscriptions 114.09

Total Expenses 4512.31

Attendance

Total attendance: 256,244 Average Daily
Attendance: 732.13

Change from 2004: 2.57%

Reference

Total Questions: 15,863
Daily Average: 45.32

Misc.

Meetings and Programs in Library: 477
Library Card Registrations: 3,850 Total
Library Cardholders: 24,162

Total Cataloged Library Materials: 95,916

Voter Registrations: 51

Interlibrary Loans: 292

Times Patrons Used the Internet:
29,394

Information provided by Michael
Seigler, Director, The Smyrna
Library

*Includes paper for 6 issues of L&T
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Balance 12-31-2005 3959.64 CD BB&T
Bank 5563.11

Dear Mr. Smith:

Thank you for your reply concerning
including my book announcement in your
newsletter. The book is published by Pelican
Publishing Company and can be ordered
through them. The phone number to order is
1-800-843-1724. Also, their web-site is
www.epelican.com. The book retails for
$35.00. If I can be of any further assistance,
please do not hesitate to contact me.
Is it possible to get a copy of the newsletter
for my records? | would be happy to
reimburse you for the postage, just please let
me know. Thank You.
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Terry G. Scriber

4411 Townhouse Way
Knoxville, TN 37921
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Visiting The Past

Editor's Note: Parker Lowry, a long time
member of the Smyrna Historical Society and a
Museum volunteer, recently donated a cash and
information journal dating from 1883 which
belonged to his grandfather, Parker Merimoth Rice.
Mr. Rice was a merchant, farmer, banker,
entrepreneur and what today might be termed a
"wheeler-dealer." The journal contains some
fascinating information from sales and purchases of
hogs and pigs, horses and donkeys, chicken, etc. to
recipes for Cream Cakes and How to tan hides. It
also contained the birth dates and names of some
cows and horses owned by the family. The Rice's
lived at the intersection of Church and King Stseet
where the Carmichael Funeral Home is presently
located.

Page 123 contains some interesting
information. It is headed
"The following is a list of things for the
parsonage of the Methodist Church collected by
Mrs. P. M. Rice:

Mrs. H. C. Ruff - one quilt and

Mrs. W. M. Hill

Mrs. M. L. Stocks Table cloth and napkins
Frank Akers

1.00

John Akers one quilt

Mrs. Agnes Kendley

Mrs. J. W. Kendley

Mr. H. C. Ruff

Mrs. M. C. Dowda

Mr. Martin B. Ruff

Mr. G. W. Blair

Mrs. Kiser

Mrs. A. E. Hemphill

Mrs. Robert Baldwin

Mr. John W. Rice

Dr. T. J. Moss

Mr. J. A. Pryor

Mr. A. Y. Moss

Borrowed from Church Society of Malbda at 6%
10.00

Mrs. P. M. Rice one bureau and one bedstead
Mr. P. M. Rice

1.00

Sold C. S. Dowda suit, furniture, chairs, disleds,
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13.75

Sold Mrs. Chanie chair

Sold Mrs. Hamby - napkins

Sold Mrs. Fleming bed and matress, chairs & table
3.75

Sold Mrs. Rice table cloth

" Rice - two lamps

Sold Nat Harris - one stove

7.50

Sold Mrs. Fleming - 1 table (not yet paid for)

A brief passage in the History of the Smyrna
Methodist Church History "But Thou Art Rich"
mentioned a parsonage. "For his first sermon at
Smyrna on the first Sunday in 1896, the Rev.
Brown made a good impression on a full house with
a soul inspiring sermon. He moved to Smyrna and
occupied the Slater residence in anticipation of a
parsonage's being built."

(Editor's note) The Slater house was the one on 13
acres of land on the east side of Atlanta Road near
Spring Hill Road, Lee Road and Westwood.. Most
recently owned by the late Nina Wakefield, the
house was demolished recently to make way for a
development with 72 residences with beginning
prices around $650,000.00.
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